Islamic Nationalism : T\e Muslim League
of a settlement70. The British government, seldom unastute,
was sufficiently afraid that an agreement had become
possible, that it prohibited negotiations. The viceroy shame-
lessly refused to allow RajagopalScharya to see Gandhi71;
and equally shamelessly announced after years of dividing
and ruling that British imperialism was unfavourable to
separatisms72.
All this meant that the Muslim League had become wil-
ling, apparently, to move forward. So far, its progress has
been potential, not actual. Its transformation, from a feudal
to a bourgeois organization, from obstruction to potential
advance, has not been complete. Only the future will tell
which of the forces now jockeying within it will dominate.
Yet even if the middle-class forces win out; even if their
relatively progressive programme is realized ; it will mean
progress from imperialism to nationalism, not from capital-
ism to socialism. The Muslim League's middle classes are
aiming at the establishment of an independent bourgeois
state in parts of India, with themselves as the sovereign
ruling class. Their objective, if attained, would mean
freedom for Muslim capital; not freedom for Muslims.
Meanwhile the socialists also are appealing for a Congress-
League pact. They are appealing to the peoples of India to
unite, and to force their leaders to unite, on the basis of
communal self-determination : for a national government, for
self-defence and for independence. They can point to the
brilliant success of national autonomy in the Soviet Union.
They can argue for a co-operative instead of a competitive
order, as necessary to harmony. And they alone can offer
the peoples, Muslims and others, real freedom.